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Hello PSD Women (and Men) in Mission!
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God and we are
the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand (Ps 95:6-7).
Isn’t it great when you get an unexpected call from a friend, just to check in? Or when you get together with
friends you haven’t seen for many years and you pick up right where you left off? Those CONNECTIONS are so
special. In Romans 12:10, Paul writes that we should, Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor. Being in the Word is also a great CONNECTION to make every day.
We honor our friends and those we love by spending time with them, either on the phone, traveling to see them or
perhaps an outdoor lunch. Wouldn’t it be great if everyone could feel honored by a special friend – feel the
CONNECTION from a fellow Lutheran Woman in Mission? Make a list right now of those you want to CONNECT
with this month with a phone call, a quick uplifting note or by a quick visit, if safe/possible.
We’re planning a couple of CONNECTION opportunities for you, so hopefully you are able to take advantage. We
are putting together a PSD Connections Session via Zoom on a monthly basis. If you are signed up for the
website eblast, you will automatically get the save the date notices and the link to join as the date draws closer. If
you haven’t been getting these notices go to PSDLWML.org and click on the “Email Signup” on the left banner,
add your name, email, copy the validation code and “Submit.”
In the summer, we will be traveling to the LWML Convention in Lexington, KY June 24-27, 2021. The
Convention theme is “Running the Race . . . Looking to Jesus” based on Hebrews 12:1-2. The CONNECTIONS
built at these conventions, the speakers, activities and music are always so special. We will be hearing from Linda
Reiser, a former LWML President; Heidi Goehmann, a very gifted Bible Study leader; Dr. Dina Vendetti, our
talented Song Leader; and a very Humorous Interrupter, Jan Struck. Get registered – go to LWML.org.
Registration is refundable if the event is not in person – decision will be made in late March.
Then in the fall, we have the PSD Women’s Retreat at the Hampton Inn Tropicana in Las Vegas October 1-3,
2021, where we will learn from Karol Selle, Chairman of the National LWML Heart to Heart Sisters Committee.
Best of all, we’ll all get a copy of Karol’s book, “A Missionary? Me?”
Stay in the Word, pray for each other, support your Mite Box, plan a socially distant activity – and CONNECT with
your LWML Sisters and Brothers!
May God bless and keep you until we see each other again!
Nila Rodriguez
PSD LWML District President
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The
Counselor’s
Corner
Connect – Stay Connected
It’s very interesting going through the pages of Scripture and seeing how God connects
people and the various ways He uses to have them stay connected. We should be familiar
with the following stories: Ruth & Naomi; David & Jonathan; Jesus & His twelve disciples; Paul
& Silas; and the list goes on …
It’s also very interesting going through our lives and seeing how God has connected us with
other people and the various ways He uses to have us stay connected. We should be familiar
with the following stories throughout our years:

Confirmation Class Reunions; Family

Gatherings; Birthdays & Anniversaries; LWML Conventions (National & District); phone
conversations; meaningful cards sent at just the right time; just the presence of another; and
the list goes on …
It is during times where we lack those close connections that we wish, desire, long for them
… even to the point of getting depressed and withdrawn without those close connections of
the heart. No matter the circumstances of our lives, through the power of our awesome
Triune God, here’s what we can continue to do:
1- Stay connected to Jesus, our Savior (first & foremost!);
2- Stay connected to family near and far;
3- Stay connected to our sisters in the LWML;
4- Stay connected to the other members in our church family
Whatever methods of connection that you are able to use in those areas - stay connected!!
 Stay Connected for encouragement & support;
 Stay Connected to hear comforting words;
 Stay Connected as God’s dearly loved children!
In HIS service & love – Pastor Tim

Ladies! Prayerfully consider attending the District Retreat on the new dates - October 1-3, 2021, at
the Hampton Inn Tropicana in Las Vegas. Karol Selle is the guest speaker. Book your rooms soon
with the rate code LWM to get our rate of $129 per night. If the Las Vegas Raiders have a home
game that weekend rooms will be in short supply. Scholarships are available. The registration form
and the scholarship form are on the website psdlwml.org under Events/Retreat. See you there!
Barbara Wade, VP Christian Life
Spring
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LWML

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us (2 Corinthians 4:7).
The Nominating Committee of 2020 – 2022 invites you to join us on a Treasure Hunt! Hidden
throughout our Pacific Southwest District are LWML women – and men – who have been placed
and prepared by our loving God to serve in the offices of our Executive Committee to be elected
in June of 2022. We believe that you know some of these people, having seen them using their
God-given gifts and talents. We are asking you to please do one of the following:
 Reveal to us the names and contact information of anyone who might fit the job
description and who might be willing to serve. We, the Nominating Committee, will
contact them to dig a little further regarding their willingness to be nominated.
 Contact the individual yourself to encourage them to fill out the nomination form and
send it in. While having someone nominate an individual for an office is both an honor
and helpful, it is perfectly fine for that individual to fill the form out on her/his own.
All of the information you need – suggestion forms, complete with the offices to be on the ballot;
job descriptions for each office (VP Gospel Outreach, VP Organizational Resources, Recording
Secretary, Treasurer, Pastoral Counselor, and Nominating Committee); and the nomination
forms - one for the offices and a separate one for Pastoral Counselor – may be found on our
website, www.psdlwml.org, under the dropdown menu for Forms and Resources and the
Nominating Committee tab.
Thanks to each one of you for your joyful service to our Lord as a Lutheran woman in mission,
and for prayerfully considering who might be one of our Hidden Treasures for the coming
biennium! Don’t forget – YOU might be just the one God is preparing for one of these positions!
Don’t forget # 2 – God is the power working in and through us to accomplish all that He calls us
to do. If you feel His nudge to serve, answer boldly, knowing that He will lead, and that your
LWML sisters will provide all the help and support you will need.
LWML Pacific Southwest District Nominating Committee, 2020 – 2022
Elizabeth Cross, Chairman - Elizabeth.cross81@gmail.com
Marie Conange Burkhardt - mariecanonge@gmail.com
Linda Koch, lwmlbutterfly@gmail.com
Michelle Fritz, cynnabun98@gmail.com
Pastoral Counselor Rev. Tim Jenks - pastortimcplc@gmail.com
Spring WOW

Page 3

Lutheran Woman's Quarterly Magazine
Subscription Renewals Due

Local Treasurers: The Lutheran Woman's Quarterly magazine subscription renewals are due
by April 1, 2021. The prices will remain the same as last year: $6.00 per subscription if
ordering 10 or more copies and $7.50 per subscription if ordering 1-9 copies. Please use
the 2021 Quarterly Subscription Renewal Form found on the psdlwml.org website under Forms
and Resources. Your checks should be payable to "Pacific Southwest District LWML" and
mailed to our Financial Secretary, Barb Virus, 542 E. Lomita Ave., Orange, CA 92867-6848.
Please note there will be a $15 late fee charged if monies are received after April 1. This
covers the cost of postage incurred by the District to mail copies not included in the bulk mailing
rate. Please contact Kathy Baumhofer, District Quarterly Chairman, at 480-759-1147 or
kbaumhofer8760@gmail.com if you have any questions.

LWML Gifts of Love Ministry
In Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son, the younger son is the focus of our scorn. Yet the father
graced him when he returned.
What often gets overlooked is that the older son was angry with his father for showing grace to his
younger brother. He felt his rightful share of the inheritance was late in coming to him. Jesus
specifically told this parable to convict religious leaders of the Jews that their religious construct had
written off God’s grace and they were focused on what they were entitled to.
We have a tremendous opportunity when constructing our gift plans within our estates to reclaim
grace as we give gifts with God’s gifts, rather than grudgingly give “deserved shares” to ungrateful
family or ministries. Your gift plan can maximize reflection on God’s grace, and you can even bear
witness to that before the Lord calls you home. Your LWML Gift Planning Counselor can help.
Contact Linda Gage for more information.
Email:Linda.Gage@lfnd.org
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…Be
in
the
Know

LWML Convention Information
All the information about the LWML 39th Biennial Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 2427, 2021, is found by clicking on the Convention Central tab under News and Events on the
LWML website.
Here you will find information on the safety protocols for the convention. Registration is available
online and discounted early registration has been extended until April 14, 2021. Many questions
may be answered in the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document. The red convention polo
shirt with the convention logo is also available for purchase. New information, including the Tee
Up 4 Mites Charity Golf Scramble, the American Red Cross blood drive, and all the tours, both
before and after the convention, has been added.
Convention Central is where all members may find the proposed bylaw amendments, mission
grant proposals, and the slate of candidates (click on Nominations).
A Gifts from the Heart flyer, with information on donations needed by selected mission
organizations, is available and you may download and post it in your church. LWML asked all
members to share the information about the convention offerings with their congregations.
Convention banner instructions for district banners are also available to download.
The convention flyer and a list of bulletin bytes are offered for download to promote the
convention in all LWML districts, zones, and groups. The LWML is “Running the Race …
Looking to Jesus”!
What are we — Lutheran Women in Mission — to do? How do we
stay connected to each other in fellowship, remain connected to His
Word, and continue to connect to others through service?
https://www.lwml.org/posts/growth/connecting-tips-during-covid-19

The LWML has rolled out a new campaign to promote a strong LWML identity among the women of the
LCMS. LWML wants every woman to understand that she is special, gifted by God, and can share her
heart, her Savior, with others a Lutheran Woman in Mission. A PowerPoint presentation for the “I am the
Heart of LWML” is available on the website under the Service tab and by clicking here. If you are having
difficulty hearing the recorded audio that accompanies the PowerPoint, click on “play narrations” when
viewing or presenting the slide show. The screenshot of where this tab is located on the PowerPoint slide
show is below.
Posted on February 17, 2021 2:00 PM by System Administrator @ https://www.lwml.org
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Spring Resources

During this Lenten season, Lutheran Women in Mission may be looking for devotions and Bible
studies for themselves or their group. The LWML Christian Resources Committee offers “Spring
Resources” with a focus on Lent, but also includes resources for spring, Easter, and Mother’s
Day. Titles of just a few of the Lenten selections are “Love's Atoning Sacrifice,” “Always the
Cross,” and “Lift High the Cross.” These and many others are available on the LWML website
under “The Word” tab; then click on Spring Resources.
Posted on February 23, 2021 1:10 PM by System Administrator @ https://www.lwml.org

Stay connected to LWML
https://www.lwml.org

Free resources to download: * Bible Studies * Crafts &
Activities * Devotions * Helps for Leaders and Groups * Mission Grant
Resources * PowerPoints * Publications * Services * Sketches and Drama

Convention Central https://www.lwml.org/2021-convention

“Simple Gifts” is a 22-part series of devotions
on stewardship. Topics include “stewards of
the gift of peace” and Gifts for the
generations to come.”
Download devotions at
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship -ministry

WANTED… the PSD is looking for someone to
maintain our Facebook page. Minimal time needed to
post messages to homepage. Contact Nila president @
psdlwml.org or Susan communications@psdlwml.com
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Suffering from success!
Arizona State University
Campus Mission Coalition
Pacific Southwest District
Have you heard of this new phrase? As far as I know, this new term was coined by Dipak, our very own vice president
of Connecting International Communities.
Let me tell you how he came to this exclamation of joy and stress. Our student organization’s leadership team has
been working hard to make a presence on campus and promote the student organization so that we can reach more
students. In our original planning we thought that estimating for 30 people to attend our spring semester Welcome
Event was a good number. Just like always, the team spent 2 days on campus meeting new students and promoting
the event. It was no surprise that many people said they would like to come, but history taught us that 125 people say
they would come and then only 30 or 40 show up. However, this time felt different.
People were texting us right away asking questions about the event and wanting to know if they could invite their
friends. We also saw an immediate jump in new people following our social media platforms. With the increased
interest we thought we should increase the number of participants up to a cautious 50.
The event came, and students blew the doors off. When we reached 62 students, we had to start turning students
away because of space restrictions and lack of food. It was right around this point when the whole team was
astonished about the turnout of students. That’s when Dipak popped his head through the kitchen door and exclaimed
“I am suffering from success!” and quickly went back to continue leading the icebreaker activities.
It was such a joy to see their excitement about the results of their efforts and God’s blessing on them. Every few
minutes one of the team members did a count and with amazement passed along the updated numbers to the rest of
the team. We all shook our heads, raised our eyebrows, laughed, and smiled with excitement. Well at least that’s what
was happening until we got to the point when we knew we had to put a stop to the number of people coming through
the doors. We had to make some decisions and fast. It was so hard to turn students away, but we made sure they
found out about our Thursday Gatherings and connected to our social media.
Our first Thursday Gathering we capped off at 50 people and still turned away about 35 students. With this continued
interest we adjusted to meet the needs and are now hosting 2 sessions for our Thursday Gatherings. We don’t know
what the future will hold as students start to get busier with projects and papers, but for now we are embracing the
students God is sending our way.
Please pray with us:
 That the message of love, hope, and salvation would be heard and implanted into the hearts of the
students.
 That the leadership team will have good insight and wisdom as they continue to lead the student
organization.
 That God would put his arm of protection around the leadership team and protect them from the
schemes of the enemy.
 That as I spend more one-on-one time with students that I can be an even stronger witness and
disciple maker.
This ministry at Arizona State University is part of the Pacific Southwest District LCMS Campus
Ministry Coalition program. For more information contact:
Sharon Owens
Campus Mission Coalition
Pacific Southwest District
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Suffering from success! ...continued

Dipak tabling and meeting new students
Ice Skating social event in January

Kitchen Duty Crew

Pacific Southwest District
www.psdlwml.org
2020-2022 MISSION GRANTS PAID
1. Patient Care Assessments – Alternatives Medical Clinic, Encinitas CA

$10,000

2. Atonement Lutheran School Art Easel Sets, Glendale AZ

$ 3,000

3. Living in Grace Home; a faith response to financial responsibilities Las Vegas NV

$10,000

4. Homeless Native Americans Find Hope/Lutheran Indian Ministries Phoenix, AZ

$10,000

5. SUBMERJ; Saving Unborn Babies, reach out to Jesus, Downey, CA

$ 7,744

6. Little Lambs Tuition Scholarships Christ Lutheran Boulder City, NV

$10,000

7. Equipping, Encouraging & Empowering in Christ, Phoenix, AZ

$10,000

8. Scholarships for St James Lutheran Preschool, Imperial Beach, CA

$10,000

9. Reaching Families with the Gospel, Concordia Lutheran, Chula Vista CA

$10,000

10. An Equine Endowment/Saddles of Joy Inc. Yuma, AZ

$ 7,700

11. Van Go Home Grocery Delivery for Shut-Ins, Lake Havasu, AZ

$10,000

12. LINC Los Angeles Urban Mission Training, Los Angeles, CA

$10,000

13. Strategic Envisioning; Iglesia Lutherana la Santisima Trinidad, San Bernardino CA

$ 8,000

14. Deaf Outreach Training Workshops/Lutheran Deaf Outreach, Sun City, AZ

$ 9,000

15. Operation School Bell/Assistance League of Yuma, Yuma AZ

$10,000

16. I Make a Difference/Hospice of Yuma, Yuma AZ

$10,000

17. Playground Safety Surfacing Trinity Lutheran Church & School Temecula, CA

$10,000
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Mission Grant Recipients

The PSD LWML is blessed to fund the Operation School Bell/Assistance League of Yuma
Grant. Zone 25 President, Nancy Pendleton presents the $10,000 to Cheryl Taylor.
This grant will provide 3 outfits of school clothing, a weeks’ worth of socks and underwear,
and a pair of shoes for each child. The children are brought into the center by a social
worker. While there, the child picks out and tries on the new clothes and shoes. If the
school requires uniforms, the child gets two of the uniforms and one outfit of regular
clothes.
Before the children leave the center, they also give the child a small toy (stuffed animal for
the girls and a car for the boys). This grant will provide for 76 of the 1,400 k-8 grade
children throughout Yuma County.

Stella Yau-Lok, from LINC, receives
$10,000 from VP Gospel Outreach, Jenny
Reyes. LINC LA exists to engage, equip
and empower local leaders to transform
communities through the Gospel. These
leaders often do not have the resources to
do the work God has called them to do.
S.O.U.L trainings provide equipping and
encouragement to leaders to continue their
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Zone 23 President, Mary
Corklin, presents a $10,000
check to St. James Preschool
for student scholarships.

Brad, the head of the
Christian Education Board is
wearing the paid Mission
Grants wreath made from
mite boxes.

The Pay it Forward
mite bucket will hold a
lot of mites!

$3000 Atonement Lutheran
School, Glendale, AZ for Easel
Art Sets
With this grant the teachers at
Atonement Lutheran School
will help children learn and
flourish and discover their
unique talents and gifts. This
grant will also give the kids a
passion for the world around
them.
Atonement Lutheran School is
a K-8 school with a preschool
and an infant daycare.
Thank you PSD LWML!
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Jesus Love in Action

Drive through Mite Collection

Lutheran Women in Mission at Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix (Zone 27/30), were
inspired by a drive through mite collection idea from the Winter 2020 LWQ. Along with
dropping off Mite Boxes, they suggested donations of diapers, pantry items, and
blankets that will be distributed to various ministries by members of the church. Kay
Siebert, Director of Christ Cares Ministries, shared, “I took all of the diapers to Christ
Cares. They came at just the right time and will stock us up for next week. We are
currently distributing 15,000 diapers a month! We are also so thankful for the grant for
CCM for me to continue to provide Mental Health First Aid classes to churches and
schools throughout the Pacific Southwest (PSD Grant #7 for $10,000). This is so
important, even more so now. The mites are mighty when they go out in mission!”

Donations to Christ Cares Ministry
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Jesus Love in Action

Atonement Celebrating Advent

Atonement LWML, a part of Zone 26 in Glendale, Arizona,
celebrated the opening of the advent season with a special
evening with the theme, “What Shall He Be Called?” based on the
numerous names of our Savior. The Atonement VP of Christian
Life, Andrea Vanek, led the service, which included scripture,
song, and the lighting of candles. To keep our members safe
during this time of Covid, the food was individually wrapped and
placed on disposable plates. With multigenerational families
seated together, mothers, daughters, and grandmothers enjoyed
this special time together.
Spring WOW
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Jesus Love in Action

Connecting With Women
Lamb of God
Lake Havasu, AZ

Every December the ladies of Lamb of God from Zone 31/32, gather together for the much
anticipated annual LWML Christmas party. This event is always well attended and much loved.
But, with the Covid-19 pandemic the event was cancelled this past year. In an effort to reach
out to the women of the church, members of LWML met and assembled over 100 little gifts that
were distributed to the women of the church. The gift consisted of a LWML brochure, a Bible
Verse:
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope (Romans 15:13).
An Almond Joy candy bar wrapped in a purple gift bag was also included. These little
Christmas gifts were given to the ladies of the church as a token of encouragement and a
reminder of the fellowship within the LWML. The gifts were well received by all the women.

Crown of Life LWML in Sun City West, AZ (Zone 26) spearheaded The Angel Tree
Ingathering in December. The congregation came together with toys, household items, hats,
blankets, wrapping paper and food to donate to The Phoenix Rescue Mission for the Winter
Wonderland event on Saturday, December 12, 2020. Three carloads of gifts were delivered to
their warehouse. Praise God for the love shown to so many families this past Christmas.
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Jesus Love in Action

Donations for San Carlos Apache Community
Our LWML Chapter at Mountain View Lutheran Church in Apache Junction, AZ had done
the same designated ingathering for each month for a few years and needed a new idea. Our
President, Liz Cassidy, knew of the needs of the San Carlos Apache community near Globe,
AZ, and had a contact there. After talking to Sister Ruth, who works with a Social mission there,
and in conjunction with Life month, we decided to collect baby and early childhood items for the
month of January. Our members brought in baby clothes, afghans, onesies, etc. The church
supported us with contributions of diapers, and gift cards, which we used to buy baby food and
other needed baby items. The quilters from our church donated over 20 quilts to send along,
and the Sunday school collected early childhood books and enclosed messages to the children
of San Carlos.
God blessed us with a beautiful day in February, when my husband Adolf and I, with Liz,
loaded our full size van FULL of boxes and bags of donations, even one bassinet! We made
the drive to Globe, where we met Sister Ruth in her van, and transferred all the items. She was
so appreciative. She said one woman was due to have a baby in a week or two, and would put
the bassinet to use. We were glad we decided to do this collection.
Submitted by
Lynnda Haupert
MVLC LWML

Liz Cassidy with the donations for San Carlos
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Farewell and God’s blessings on your
move. We will miss you!
We would like to give a shout out to our Financial Secretary,
Linda Moat, who will be moving in June with her family to
Missouri. Linda has been a valuable leader in the Pacific
Southwest District serving on the Board of Directors, as Vice
President of Special Focus Ministries and in her current
position. She has been a valuable treasure, pun intended! We
will miss Linda and are thankful for her service to the Lord
and our district LWML. Please take time to wish her well.

We are blessed to have Barb Virus who was voted in by the PSD Board of
Directors to fulfill the Financial Secretary term until 2024. She comes with
much knowledge and experience and we are grateful for her dedication
to LWML. Thank you for stepping up Barb.
Here is more on our new Financial Secretary…
Barb was brought into the Lutheran Church Missouri-Synod as an infant
when her parents joined Immanuel Lutheran Church, Orange, CA, where she
attended Christian Day School, was confirmed and married. Barb was active
in youth group and as a Sunday school teacher as a teenager and during her college years served as
school secretary and later as volunteer church treasurer. Following graduation from California State
University, Fullerton with a BA in Business Administration with an emphasis in Accounting, Barb
found employment as a commercial underwriter in the insurance industry and is currently employed
by Allianz Insurance Company. Because her congregation’s LWML and church council met on the
same evening each month, involvement in LWML waited until the mid-1980’s and she immediately
fell in love with the organization and its mission. Barb held many zone and district positions until she
was elected Pacific Southwest District President in 2000. Barb also served national LWML as a
member of the Mission Grants and Nominating Committees, and chairman of Leader Development
Committee. She has served as Gift Planning Supporter since 2011, and currently attends St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Orange, CA where she is part of Jubilate Choir, a Life (Bible Study) group and of
course LWML. Barb and husband Tim live in Tim’s grandparents’ former home in Orange, CA and
enjoy cooking, spending time with family, as well as weekends at their mountain cabin.

Starting immediately, please send all mite offerings and Quarterly payments to Barb
Virus, 542 E. Lomita Ave., Orange, CA 92867-6848. Make checks payable to PSD
LWML. Please include voucher or Quarterly form with your payment.
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Stay Connected to PSD Women in Mission
We’re planning a couple of CONNECTION opportunities for you,
so hopefully you are able to take advantage. We are putting
together a PSD Connections Session via Zoom on a monthly
basis. If you are signed up for the website eblast, you will
automatically get the save the date notices and the link to join as
the date draws closer. If you haven’t been getting these notices go
to www.psdlwml.org and click on the “Email Signup” on the left
banner, add your name, email, copy the validation code and
“Submit.”

WOMEN’S RETREAT
Sponsored by the
Pacific Southwest District LWML
October 1-3, 2021
Friday 4:00 p.m. to Sunday 1:00 p.m.
Hampton Inn Tropicana at 4975 Dean Martin
Drive
Las Vegas, Nevada 89118-1656
702-948-810
“WOMEN IN MISSION” - Karol Selle, Speaker

Application and Guidelines for
the 2022-2024 PSD Mission
Grants on line now!
New Resource available:
DISTRICT MISSION GRANT
PROPOSAL
HOW TO GET STARTED

Don’t wait until the last moment!
DEADLINE:
September 15, 2021
Go to www.psdlwml.org
Look under Mission Grants
Spring WOW
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