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 Hello PSD Women (and Men) in Mission!   
 

For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand (Ps 95:7). 

Isn’t this a comforting verse?  We are KNOWN by God – He sees us as the sheep of His hand!  He sees us 

as His, whether we are on a Zoom meeting (maybe with our children/students), streaming a Netflix movie, 

or making dinner.  And we see you - contributing to your family’s faith walk, calling a friend to encourage 

her, praying for others, streaming a Bible study or reading an online devotion.  What a blessing that so 

many options are available to the Body of Christ!   
 

I’d like to encourage you; to remind you that you are the “people of His pasture” and “members of the Body” 
(1 Cor. 12) that God has put together and that “its parts should have concern for each other.”  I have found 
that when we have concern for another, we put our own problems aside and more easily give them to God.  
Give your sisters in LWML a call and brainstorm about something you could do perhaps for a local mission 
partner or for someone else in your church.  Or make a plan to do a Bible study – maybe separately with a 
weekly phone conversation to discuss it.  Check out the Lucy Leader article in this WOW about ideas to 
stay involved during the pandemic. You can also visit Mission Opportunities Short Term or M.O.S.T. 
Ministries for ways you can help them with     Eyeglass Cases         Neck Coolers          Witness Tools    
 

We would love to hear what you have been doing in your Zone/Society.  If you send an email to 

communications@psdlwml.org, we’ll post it on your Zone page on the District website. Include pictures if 

you have them!   
 

Stay in the Word, pray for each other, plan a socially distant activity – and ENCOURAGE one another to do 

the same.   

 MIGHTY MITES:  Let’s give generously – watch for an online giving option for PSD!  And look for the 

WOW reminder about the “September to Remember” giving opportunity at https://www.lwml.org 

 2021 PSD LWML WOMEN’S RETREAT:  Las Vegas, February 19-21 – Register now!   

2021 LWML CONVENTION:  Lexington, KY, June 24-27 “Running the Race . . . Looking to Jesus” 

based on Hebrews 12:1-2.  We need someone to design/make a banner for our District - if you are 

interested, contact me at president@psdlwml.org 
 

May God bless and keep you until we see each other again! 

Nila Rodriguez 

PSD LWML District President                                                                                                           
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Dear PSW LWML Friends - 

Waiting …     Everyone is waiting for something! 
 

 Some of us are waiting for our children or grandchildren to call us. 
 Some of us are waiting for Jesus to come take us to our eternal, heavenly home. 
 Some of us are waiting for the outdoor temperature to start getting lower. 
 Some of us are waiting to be able to enter our church buildings to resume Worship. 
 Some of us are waiting for news (hopefully good) from our doctor. 
 Some of us are waiting for 2020 to be over. 
 Most of us are waiting for an end to this Coronavirus and all the rules and regulations 

and social distancing and lack of smiles and hugs from family and friends! 

Waiting …     Everyone is waiting for something! 
 

All this talk of waiting makes me think about God’s people in the Old Testament waiting … Adam & Eve 

waiting for God’s promise spoken in Genesis 3 to come true; the Israelites waiting 400 years in Egypt 
before God brings them out of slavery; during the times of the Judges when the Israelites sometimes 

had to wait for years before God sent a deliverer; and the centuries God’s people had to wait until God 
finally sent the promised Messiah.  I love the version where Paul talks about this in Galatians 4 when 

he wrote:  ‘when the time was right for God, He sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law in 
order to redeem those under the Law.’ 
 

As we continue to wait for various reasons in our lives, a question comes into our minds … what do we 

do as we wait?  It can get very frustrating and even depressing as we await numerous things, so what 
do we do?  I would suggest 4 items … 
 

1) WORSHIP – some of you might be saying, “But Pastor, we aren’t allowed to Worship in our 
churches yet because of the Coronavirus.  That may be true for many of us, but there are other 
ways to still Worship … a year before the lockdown at Canoga Park Lutheran where I serve we 
didn’t even have the capability to record our Worship Services.  But God knew what He was 
doing and by the time the lockdown began we were able (and still do 5+ months later) to record 
a Worship Service and upload it to our website so our members (and thousands of others each 
month) could Worship.  If you haven’t already, you can check with your church what Worship 
options there are; you can also check the LCMS Pacific Southwest District website for their 
listing of congregations across our District who are making online Worship available to see what 
options there are; you can even find congregations throughout Synod – my wife from time to 
time will check out the Worship Service online from our previous congregation. 
 

2) BE IN THE WORD DAILY – how many times through the years have we heard this one?  It 
is so important that I would encourage all of us again to be in God’s Word every day.  It doesn’t 
have to be as in depth as a Bible Study, it could simply be signing up for the daily LWML 
Devotion that gets emailed.  Perhaps you’ve had some extra time for your personal devotions 
because of this coronavirus and regulations and I’d encourage you to continue them.  Perhaps 
you are following a Bible reading plan that will get you through the entire Bible in a year – great!  
The options are endless; the benefits of being in God’s Word every day are eternal.                                                                                                                                      
 

 
 

   

                           The 

Counselor’s 

Corner 
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3) PRAY – Pray for all those front-line workers who come into contact with coronavirus on a daily 
basis; pray for those folks whose jobs are to keep us safe and secure each day; pray for those who 
are struggling during this time, whether it’s from a loss of income, or because of the pressures 
in life, pray for the CDC and your state and local public health officials; pray for all those public 
servants, from the city council to the governor’s house to Capitol Hill to the White House; pray 
for patience and perseverance during these times;  pray for those mites and mission projects and 
the heart of the LWML; pray for your family and friends and your neighbors; pray for everything 
… pray, Pray, PRAY. 
 

4) REACH OUT – and here, just simply reach out to someone, maybe just a phone call, or it could 
be a text or email or messaging on Facebook.  Ask them how they are doing, let them know – 
‘I’m thinking about you.’  And also, ‘Anything special I can include in my prayers for you?’  
During these coronavirus months I’ve used all these methods of reaching out and both of these 
statements and have been astounded by the response – people are so thankful and appreciative 
of that personal contact and have given me numerous items for my prayer list.  As you reach out 
to others, you can even ask them how they are managing all this waiting! 
 

Waiting …  
We all know that someday all our waiting will be over as we are eternally with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

In HIS service & love –   

Pastor Tim Jenks                                                        

PSD LWML Senior Counselor            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Counselor’s Corner Continued 

 

 

Being in the Word … Now more than ever we all need 

to be in the Word. To be able to listen to our Father who 

gives Words of Love, Encouragement, Hope, Grace, Mercy, 

Guidance, Forgiveness, Strength, Courage and Peace. 

Follow Pastor Tim…   Worship Videos 
 

https://www.cplchurch.org 
 

Almighty God, 
 

   Restore My Soul. 
 

Guide me down the path of 
righteousness. 
 

    Give me understanding of your ways. 
 

 Turn my eyes from worthless things. 
 

     Give me Life through your Word. 
 

  Reassure me of your Promise. 
 

      Help me abandon my shameful 
ways. 
 

  Create in me a clean heart.  
       Renew my Life with your goodness. 
               In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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How to Stay Involved in LWML During a Pandemic 
 

Dear Lucy Leader, 
 
How can I stay involved in LWML during this pandemic?   
 

                                                                             Isolated Izzy 
 
Dear Isolated Izzy, 
 

The first and foremost thing you can do is pray. Prayer is a very important part of the life 
of the LWML. Pray for the women in your local group and your zone and district leaders. 
It is very important to pray for our LWML grant recipients. You can find this list and a 
little about each grant at www.lwml.org/mission-grants. You can find the list of your 
district grants on your district website. Remember to support those grants financially by 
prayerfully continuing mite contributions as you are able. 
 

Prayer is vital and praying individually is a good thing. Praying with other people is another 
blessing. Consider asking your church’s group to pray with you at 3:16 every day. This time 
keeps us focused on John 3:16 which is fundamental to our faith. Sharing prayer requests 
with each other encourages bonding among us.  
 

Study the Bible with your LWML group. Hold each other accountable. Have phone 
conversations or video conferences about what you are studying. Find free downloadable 
LWML Bible studies at www.lwml.org/bible-studies. Read the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly together.  Bible studies from the Fall 2020 LWQ are now available as free 
downloads at www.lwml.org/lwq-fall-2020. 
 
LWML has a new devotion booklet called Devotions for All Seasons to encourage you in 
your walk with God, in whatever season you find yourself. These devotions are centered on 
the seasons of the year as well as on the seasons of your life. Authors Lynn Batchelder, Edie 
Norris, and Marilyn Stuckwisch captured the essence of spring, summer, autumn, and 
winter in this set of 20 new devotions. Devotions for All Seasons would make a great gift 
tucked into a sympathy or get well card. It’s available in the LWML Store. 
 
 

You can find ideas for activities you can do while you are at home 
at www.lwml.org/mission-service-activities. This link provides guidelines and directions 
for making masks, marking Bibles for prisons, and other ideas.  
 

Stay connected with LWML women all over the country on LWML’s Facebook 
page Lutheran Women in Mission -- LWML.  
 

We are certainly living in challenging times. Yet Christ is still the Lord of all. We are still 
His church and we can find new and different ways to come together to serve, pray, and be 
inspired. May He bless you as you remain involved in LWML! 
 

                                                                                                          Lucy Leader 

 

 

2019-2021 LWML  
Leadership Development Committee Members 
Marie McNary, Sherrie Smith, Lois Teinert, Chairman 
Marie Chow, Vice President of Organizational Resources 
Posted on May 07, 2020 12:00 PM by System Administrator 
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The 39th National LWML Convention is Coming 

Lexington, Kentucky 

Running the Race … Looking to Jesus 
 

       WHO YOU GONNA CALL?    …  A MOBILE YWR 
 

 

Our District was very blessed to have 

two YWRs representing us at the 2019 

LWML Convention in Mobile, 

Alabama: Eden Griffith and Michelle 

Fritz. If you have not met them yet, 

now is the time! They would love to 

talk to any woman of any age about 

their experiences. 

 

 
 

It’s not too early and definitely not too late to announce to your congregation the opportunity for a 

young woman who worships with you to receive a full-paid scholarship to attend the National 

LWML Convention next summer (June 24-27, 2021) in LEXINGTON, KY – as a Pacific 

Southwest District YWR! 
 

What is a YWR? She is an LWML Young Woman Representative, of course! By LWML’s 

definition for the Young Women in Mission focus, this includes Lutheran women age 22-35. 

 

So please pick up your phone and call, text or email them yourself and start getting to know these 

delightful young women. In addition, you have their permission to give their phone number to any 

young woman who would like to know more about this opportunity and their experiences as YWRs. 

They are eagerly waiting to hear from you and other young women! 

Eden is Director of Parish Music at Faith Lutheran Church in Vista, CA. Her phone number is         

775-253-9110, or if you prefer email, you can write to her at thatlutheranlady@gmail.com. (You might 

want to give her a heads-up to look for it).  

Michelle is a Preschool Teacher in Mesa AZ, and she worships at Mountain View Lutheran Church in 

Apache Junction AZ. Her phone number is 480-323-9684, or email her at cynnabun98@gmail.com 

The YWR Application form is on the district website under the Forms and Resources tab. Please 

return it to Chris Mahler, VP Special Focus Ministries by November 15, if possible. Please call Chris 

at 602-489-1018 with any questions about the application process, or email cemahler@hotmail.com.  
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 Shepherd of the Hills LWML President, 

Sharie Jasper, received a 2020 Multicultural 

Grant for $500 to help continue making 

quilts to support Amberly’s Place. Amberly’s 

Place is the only family advocacy center in 

Yuma County, AZ. They assist victims of 

domestic violence, child abuse, sexual 

assault, and elder abuse. Zone 25 

Representative, Gerry Reynoldson, 

presented the check. 

Jesus’ Love in Action 

 An Answer to a Mother's Prayer 
                   Little Lambs Preschool                             
                         Boulder City, NV 
 

As a mother of six, I had to face harsh realities when I 
realized that my boyfriend of 11 years became addicted 
to drugs. I tried to stand by his side through failed 
rehabs, methadone clinics and broken promises. There 
came a time where I needed to choose to give my 
children a new life. I found a part-time job and made 
plans. It was not an easy road, with so many people 
depending on me. The kids were used to me being a stay 
at home mom. We all have made changes and sacrifices. 
I became a single mom. I have been at my job for over a 
year. My children are safe and comfortable in a tiny, but 
cozy apartment. I am able to pay the rent. I am able to 
pay for electricity. I was able to buy a car and I pay for 
my own insurance.  It feels just amazing to see how far 
my family has come in less than a year!  I cannot pretend 
that we don't struggle. The cost of childcare for three 
children is a very large percentage of my little paycheck 
every month. I knew I had to cut corners somewhere.  Do 
I leave my little ones with a downstairs neighbor? Maybe 
the mom I met at a park? I am embarrassed to say these 
things have crossed my mind.  
 
This is when I found Little Lambs. I could feel the energy 
from the moment Jessica answered the phone. I knew 
this baby wearing, ray of sunshine would be a saving 
grace. I have finally found a childcare that I could 
completely put my trust and faith into! I actually cried the 
first time I spoke to Jessica. She explained how my 
children and I would be a part of this loving community, 
this loving family. She explained that my children would 
be getting a Faith Based Curriculum. (Not having 
attended Church for years, I have always felt my children 
were missing something.)  I know that there is something 
bigger than myself at work here. This program has truly 
been the answer to my prayers.  I know my children will 
be getting everything they need and it allows me to show 
up to work every day and provide for them. If you see 
Jessica, please thank her, because I just don't know how 
to thank a person for the dignity I have knowing I can 
support my kids on my own." 
 
Little Lambs Preschool received a grant for $10,000 to be 
used for scholarships. We pray God's continued 
blessings on the work being done and the families whose 
lives are being touched. We love receiving and sharing 
the stories of how God is working in the PSD, if you have 
something you'd like to share please let us know!  
communications@psdlwml.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Convention “Purses and Verses” Donated to 

First Choice Pregnancy Center in Las Vegas 
Dear LWML, 

Thank you so much for remembering First Choice 

and our vital mission! Your gifts will help save lives 

thru love and demonstration of Jesus Christ, 

helping these women know there is help and they 

are not alone. Thank you for partnering for Life 

with us. God bless you.        Pam Caylor 
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Jesus’ Love in Action 

Zone 25 President, Nancy Pendleton had the pleasure of presenting a $10,000 grant check to 
Saddles of Joy, a local Yuma non-profit organization. Saddles of Joy is a therapeutic riding 
facility that provides equine therapy to people with disabilities. This Pacific Southwest District 
LWML Grant enabled the non-profit to purchase a trained replacement for one of their aging 
horses. Nancy enjoyed meeting Susan and Barbara who worked hard to put the application 
together for the grant. She also met, the new addition, Freckles. May the Lord grant them many 
wonderful experiences as they share the Love of Jesus with their clients! 
 

          

Thank you for your Mites! When the 2020 Pacific Southwest District Convention was cancelled, 

a number of LWML Sisters were gracious in giving their convention refund money towards the 

district’s convention costs and to Mites for our grants. This has enabled us to pay four of our 

Mission Grants for the 2020-2022 biennium. The Multi-Cultural Mini Grants have also been paid. 

It is certainly a challenge for our LWML Sisters to meet this year. Many of you have found a 

number of new ways to meet, either on Zoom, Google Meet or Phone meetings. We hope you 

find encouragement and new ideas in this issue of the WOW to meet some of those challenges.     

Please continue to pray for our grants and their recipients as we are all challenged at this time. 

Please also continue to faithfully collect your mites, and send them to  
 

 

Send MITES to: 
Linda Moat 
Financial Secretary 
PO Box 400437 

Hesperia, CA 92340 

We are so blessed to have sisters who generously share the gifts 

that God has given them with others. Through their time, talent and 

treasures they serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

 
2020 - 2022 Mission Grants PAID 

 

Little Lambs Tuition Scholarships, Christ Lutheran, Boulder City, NV - $10,000 

Reaching Preschool Families with the Gospel, Concordia Lutheran, Chula Vista, CA - $10,000 

An Equine Endowment/Saddles of Joy Inc., Yuma, AZ - $7,700 

SUBMERJ: Saving Unborn Babies, reach out to Jesus, Downey, CA - $7,744 

 

2020 Multi-Cultural Mini Grants PAID 

Hats of Hope Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV - $1,000 
 

Amberly’s Place, Shepherd of the Hills, Yuma, AZ - $500                          
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What is 

Prayer? 
 

What is the 

purpose of 

prayer? 
 

Where and 

when should 

we pray? 
 

Why is it 

important to 

pray? 
 

What should 

every prayer 

include? 
 

How long do I 

pray for? 
 

Are there 

different ways 

to pray? 
 

What does it 

mean to pray 

unceasingly? 
 

How do I 

grow in 

prayer? 
 

Rev.  

Richard  

Schmidt will 

use The Lord’s 

Prayer to 

explore what 

prayer is and 

what it isn’t 

Everyone from  

Novice to  

Prayer warrior  

will enjoy this  

study on prayer 

series 
  

Use the 

 Links  

on the next  

page for the 

 study on  

prayer!  
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Here is the link to the series 
podcast: 
https://subsplash.com/podcast
_concordiachurch/media/ms/+
3bvpgxb 
 
 
Youtube channel of 
Concordia Church 
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCZR3ilWtgUdFlZgJF0GHDe
Q?view_as=subscriber 
 
 
Facebook pg of Concordia  
https://www.facebook.com/Con
cordiaChurchandSchool/   
There you will also find the 
graphics putting the main 
message of each week's highlight 
points in a graphic.   
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     Do you have “down” days, days where you feel lifeless and a little despondent? I’ve had a few of those these 

last couple of weeks. It’s just so disappointing when plans don’t work out. I’ve done my best to look for 

opportunities in all the challenges the world has thrown at us this year, but my optimism seemed to wear thin as 

the LWML Board of Directors and I made the difficult decision to cancel more in-person events. 

     Then just when I need it, I receive a card, a phone call, or an email from a Christian friend, uplifting me with 

kind words and Scripture passages. I receive cards every week with messages of love and encouragement, and 

I treasure each and every one. I thank God for the faithful women and men who surround me with His love and 

keep me accountable to my faith. I don’t think even one of these messages happens by chance. The Holy Spirit 

is working in the hearts of His people, spurring them to share His love with others who need it, and I know I am 

one of those people at times in my life. 

     A while ago I was walking and encountered a red-winged black bird that accosted me, as I must have gotten 

too close to her nest. She swooped and caught my hair. I have to say I was startled. I think sometimes that’s 

what the Holy Spirit does to me! He swoops in and startles me, gaining my attention and bringing me back to 

focus on what God’s plans are for my life, just when I need it most. 

So today I thank God for sending the Holy Spirit to swoop in and bring me renewed energy and focus. And I 

thank God for each friend who reaches out, just when I need it! Swoop away, Holy Spirit

 

Today, and always, we are surrounded by HIS grace, 

Debbie 

Debbie Larson | August 25, 2020 at 12:17 pm | Tags: LWML | Categories: AboutDebbie, bloghome, Lutheran 

Resources, Lutheran Women in Mission | URL: https://wp.me/p8afGp-1ER 
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Mentoring and Praying for our Sister Societies… 

Let’s Remember to Put All Things in God’s Hands and Never Give Up 

 

An inactive LWML group received a grant six years ago for their food pantry. Their LWML had 
been nonexistent since their LWML President moved. I kept contacting them to encourage and 
invite them to our events when I was Zone President. It seemed that they just weren’t interested. 
They had too many things going on and they had no one to lead them. This was over a six year 
period, maybe longer. They had an interim pastor that suggested to me that they be dropped due 
to inactivity. He felt that things wouldn't change. I told him that we would leave it open and when 
the time was right, that they would be able to participate again.   
 
Several years back, I called their church secretary, to invite them to another event. During our 
conversation, she started telling me that they were looking for money for their food pantry. I let 
her know about the PSD LWML Mission Grant opportunity. At the 2016 Convention, they were 
selected to receive a $10,000 grant. After receiving their grant, the secretary called to let me 
know that the grant not only was a huge help in aiding their food pantry, but that their LWML had 
taken off and was growing in size continually and was very active in the church and community. 
After the convention, it was planned that one of our Fall Celebrations would be held at their 
church. The LWML Zone Women all traveled the distance to the Fall Celebration and had an 
exceptional experience in worship and enjoyed visiting with over 40 LWML Sisters. Our guest 
speaker was Dick Gast and his wife who gave a wonderful presentation about the Lutheran Hour 
Float.  
 
This past fall this LWML group recently elected a new President. As they considered about going 
to the convention, their LWML was actually wondering how they would be able to pay for the 
event. I again mentioned that there were funds available through scholarships for First Time 
Convention attendees. Their group also brainstormed ways that they could raise the other 
money needed for travel and rooms. When the convention was cancelled, they talked and 
prayed about what they would do with this money they had raised. "For such a time as this," they 
graciously decided to donate the $600 for Mites for Missions, which will now be paid forward for 
this biennium’s Mission Grants. I recently heard a sermon, in which a Pastor pondered, GOD 
who holds all time and space in His hands, then he drops people in the world at just the right 
time to make a difference on purpose. Imagine everyone who has ever had a part in this story 
and others like this one. I imagine many hundreds of people have. 
 
To God be the Glory! I am overwhelmed with joy!  
 
Stay healthy, stay safe and God's blessings, 
Your Sister in Christ 
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Financial Officer Guidelines 
and Other Resources 

 

Financial Officer Guidelines and other 
resources are available under Forms 
and Resources Tab at the District 
Website. www.psdlwml.org 
 

Zone and Group counterparts will find 
these documents helpful in carrying out 
their duties as Financial Officer.  
Information documents included are 
items that need to be reported to the 
LWML office, tips on opening bank 
accounts, information on district legacy 
gifts, and more. The document can be 
found on the LWML website at 
www.lwml.org/financial-officers. 
 

 

  Happenings… Past and Present 
 

Pass this edition of the WOW on to your 
friends. If there is something you would 
like to share with the WOW, send 
articles to wow@psdlwml.org                 
__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Send items that you want displayed on 
your ZONE sounding board, send to 
communications@psdlwml.org 
 

 Speakers Needed ……. 
Ladies!  Are you a speaker or do you know 

someone who is?  
 

We would like to put a District Speaker list 

together, so societies and zones have a resource 

to use for their meetings and celebrations. 

If you or someone you know would like to be 

added to this list (please check with them first), 

please send me the information – name, contact 

information, church, and topic. 
 

Please know that we may have one of the District 

Counselors verify the topic. 
 

Thank you in advance for your input for this list. 
 

Your sister in Christ, 

Barbara Wade, VP Christian Life 

bewade@cox.net 

 

 

Fall 2020 Women of the Word 
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Support Your District - Send a 

card or email to your new president 
and officers, Pray for new mission 
grants and continue to support them 
through your donations. Publicize the 
mission grants in your districts, zones, 
groups, and churches. LWML Sunday 
resources are available on the website 
(nationals). Plan to share them often, 
and especially on LWML Sunday, and 
promote these grants in your 
congregation. Coming Soon - online  
MITE donation at psdlwml.org 

 

 

 

 

 


