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How Long, Lord?
B Y  D E A C O N E S S  B O N N I E  B E V E R S D O R F

There are hundreds of reasons we might ask, “How 
long?” How long until this baby is born? How long does 
my son have to wear the cast on his leg? How long will 

this storm last? How long will it take to pay off this debt? 
How long until a new pastor accepts a call to our church? 

As a group, add additional “How Longs” to the list.

Opening prayer: Dear Lord, send Your Holy Spirit 
to us today as we study Your Word. Give us patience 
as we wonder how long we may need to wait for Your 
responses to our prayers. Thank You for Your patience 
with us. Thank You for sending Jesus to be 
our companion in waiting. In His name. Amen.

Let’s do a biblical word study on these three words or 
phrases: How long?; Wait; and Patience.

HOW LONG?
The writers of the Psalms, the prophets, and others 
asked, “How long?” What were their “How long?” 
questions about?

Psalm 13:1–2_____________________________________________

Psalm 119:84_ ___________________________________________

Isaiah 6:11_ ______________________________________________

Habakkuk 1:2____________________________________________

John 10:24_______________________________________________

The psalmists, prophets, and even the Jews wanted to 
know “How long?” How long did they need to endure 
persecution, conquest, exile, and violence? The Jews 
wondered how long they needed to seek the long-
awaited Messiah.

WAIT
It is difficult to wait. Some people get out their phone 
to look at text messages, emails, or maybe a Bible app. 
Others may read a magazine or do some knitting. How do 
you occupy yourself while you wait?______________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

For what are we waiting?

Genesis 49:18___________________________________________

Galatians 5:5_ ___________________________________________

1 Thessalonians 1:10_ ____________________________________

How shall we wait?

Psalm 25:5_ _____________________________________________

Psalm 27:14_ ____________________________________________

Psalm 37:7_ _____________________________________________

Habakkuk 2:3_ __________________________________________

Romans 8:25____________________________________________

Sometimes, we need to wait all day long with strength 
of heart and courage. We wait patiently, even as we are 
surrounded by evil. The waiting time seems slow. There is 
hope, even when we don’t see the outcome.

For what are you waiting at this time in your life?_________

_________________________________________________________

PATIENCE
Sometimes, it is difficult to be patient while waiting. How 
would you rate yourself on a patience scale, with ten 
being very patient and one being not patient at all? _ ____

What does the Bible tell us about patience?

2 Corinthians 12:12_______________________________________

Hebrews 6:12____________________________________________

1 Peter 3:20______________________________________________

2 Peter 3:15______________________________________________

Ephesians 2:5–9__________________________________________

Colossians 1:9–14_________________________________________

The Bible gives us examples of patience in St. Paul and 
other faithful leaders. In what areas of your life do you 
need patience?__________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What can you do to increase your patience?______________

_________________________________________________________

Close by singing together: “Come, Thou Long Expected 
Jesus” (LSB 338).
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