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Free to Serve
B Y  S H A R I  M I L L E R

Share with a partner or your group 
the activities and characteristics 
associated with being free. 

Opening Prayer: Dear God, we praise You! We thank 
You for sending Jesus, our Suffering Servant, who saves 
us from sin, death, and the devil, and who grants us 
eternal life in Him. Thank You for giving us Your Spirit 
and faith in our Savior Jesus. Make us Your willing 
servants, Lord, serving with gladness as the Spirit 
empowers us to serve. Keep us strong in faith through 
Word and Sacraments. Bless our study of Your Word. In 
our Servant Jesus’ name. Amen.

Free …
Read Psalm 51:5, Galatians 4:3, Ephesians 2:1–3, and 
Colossians 1:21. What is the spiritual condition of all? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Psalm 51:5 says, in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Read Romans 3:22b–23 and Romans 6:23a for further 
explanation. Who sins and what is the result? ________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How does sin act out in our lives? Read Romans 
1:18–32, Galatians 5:19–21a, and Colossians 3:5–9, and 
make a list. __________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Faith Talk: Romans 6:23a says, For the wages of sin is 
death. What words describe what the future looks like 
for mankind? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Read John 3:16–17, Galatians 4:4–7, and Ephesians 
2:4–9. What is the Good News of salvation for sinners? 
Be	specific. __________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

See Romans 8:2. What has Christ Jesus done for 
sinners? _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

How are we set free according to Colossians 1:21–23? 
What word-picture does Paul give to the Colossians? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

… to Serve!
The psalmist in Psalm 118:5 says, Out of my distress I 
called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me 
free. Read Jesus’ words in John 8:31–36. What does He 
teach about being “set free”? ________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Legacy of Love from page 28From what has Jesus set us free? See Romans 3:22b–24, 
2 Timothy 1:10, and Hebrews 2:14. _____________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

According to Romans 6:1–7, how does the Spirit create new life 
in us for the sake of Jesus? _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Philippians 2:1–11 gives us the perfect example of servanthood. 
How can Jesus’ example of servanthood spur us on as we live 
our lives in the Spirit? __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Who was freed in Matthew 8:14–17 and from what? ____________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

What was her immediate response? Why might she respond 
this way? ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Read Psalm 100.	Identify	specific	actions	that	accompany	acts	of	
service to the Lord. _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Faith Talk: Is it easier to serve or to be served? What actions 
might accompany service? What actions might accompany 
being served? _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Faith Talk: Humbly share with a partner or the small group a 
time when, by the power of His Spirit, the Lord helped you to 
serve in a meaningful way as a response to God’s love for you in 
Jesus Christ. 

Faith Walk: 
1.   Read and meditate on Psalm 100. Memorize God’s Word to 

you in this psalm.

2.  Identify a person in your life whom you can serve, pray for 
guidance, and serve them with God-given gladness.

Closing: Sing “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” 
(lwml.org/the-league-pledge-and-songs)

Shari Miller is a child of God, wife, mother, freelance author, and musician. 
Shari has written numerous articles, Bible studies, and devotions, and she is 
serving as the chairman of the LWML Leader Development Committee. 

students when she attended the 
one room school. They talked 
about how handicapped children 
are not always treated nicely and 
how we should treat everyone 
kindly. The students realized 
that if people get to know you, 
others are ready to accept you 
and include you, whatever your 
handicap.

In Minnesota, LSEM teacher 
Terri Bentz saw a child and 
parent	fighting	to	win	battles	
together. Terri worked with the 
kindergartner to overcome large 
learning gaps and give him the 
building blocks for successful 
learning. Simultaneously, the 
child’s	mother	was	fighting	breast	
cancer, requiring many treatments 
and several surgeries. Together, 
this mother and son team faced 
their troubles, were encouraged 
and supported by their Lutheran 
school and community, and, with 
God’s grace and blessing, won 
their respective battles.

These are just a few of the small 
moments of making a difference 
in the lives of children. Lutheran 
Women in Mission, your mission 
grant support enabled LSEM 
to continue to reach out and 
serve these children in their local 
Lutheran schools, so that they can 
be academically successful while 
being	spiritually	filled	in	a	Christ-
centered learning environment. Q

Caitlin McCallum is the Donor Relations 
Specialist of LSEM and celebrates the 
impact of stories and the written word. 
She hopes these words inspire hope, 
foster joy, and impart gratitude.


